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Scores turn out to
help youngster get
vital o_uma_.:o:

by EMMA JUDD
The News
emma.judd@thenews.co.uk

SHE’S on the road to mmﬁEm treat-
ment, one tiptoe at a time.

Five-year-old Keira Power
walked almost a mile on Sunday,
from South Parade Pier to
Clarence Pier.

She is determined to help her
parents raise enough money
so she can have a life-changing
operation. ;

And there were around 100
children and parents following
Keira every step of the way.

The reason her steps have to
be so small is because Keira was
born with a condition that means
her muscles are exceptionally
-inflexible, so only tiptoeing is
comfortable for her.

But her parents, Sally and
Jason Power, of Goldcrest Close,
Horndean, are hoping' to raise
between £45,000 and £50,000 to
pay for an operation in the USA
which would allow Keira to walk,
run and skip like her young
friends.

‘We've broken the £25,000
barrier already, "just in two
months,” said Mrs Power. ‘People
have just taken.this and run with
it

Keira was born with spastic
quadriplegia, a form of cerebral
palsy. ;

Mrs Power added: ‘Keira
copes well with it now, because
obviously she grew up with the
disease.But it’s when she gets
older she’ll find it harder.

‘Some of the children went to
school with skipping ropes, and
Keira said to me, “why can’t I

\

skip, Eﬁac%e: A

‘We have to try and explain to
her that different people can do
different things, and hopefully,

long term, who knows what she’ll .

be able to do?’

Hope for the Power family lies
in St Louis, Missouri, with an
operation called selective dorsal
rhizotomy.

It means problem nerves in
Keira’s spinal cord would be
severed, meaning the muscles in
her legs can finally relax enough
to enable her to walk.

And if all goes well with the
fundraising, Keira hopes to have
the 6peration in October. She and
her parents will stay in the States
for a month, and then she’ll face
intensive physiotherapy to get
her to walk for the first time.

She has received huge support

from classmates and teachers at

Horndean Infant School, where
she is a pupil.

The next @E&.Ewgm event for
Keira will be a nEN night held at
the Masonic hall in Cosham on
July 10 from 7.30pm.

All are welcome to attend, and
tickets cost £5.

For more details on how to
help Keira, see keiraswish.org
or email admin@keiraswish.org.
Cheques can be sent to the Keira
Power Appeal, 4 Goldcrest Close,
Horndean, PO8 9YB.
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the £25,000
barrier
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?em_,% handed out to volunteers

THE TIME, 335&23 and outstanding contributions
of volunteers have __mm__ _.mnoe.__mma atan msm:_u

ceremony.

Nearly 100 people were honoured at the noss.__:
First East :manms__.» s 6th Annual <o_==+.mo:=a

Awards.

A wide range of <o__=_§.< and Sa____s_: groups

were nominated for 8338_"3 for mﬁ_.moasm_.«.
achievements in supporting the _onm_ 8335__2

across East Hampshire.

~ The evening included supper _:.2:_2_ 55_3_9, |
part of Drum Housing, and music from Daisy and

Henry Crew, finalists from a talent show called Show

0ff 2010.
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Be a hero
and help
keep your
kids safe

PARENTS are being offered
free car seat advice to make
sure their children stay safe.

Safety experts will be at
Morrisons car park, Anchor-
age Park, Portsmouth, on
Thursday from 10am to 3.30pm,
offering to test car seats and
give advice to shoppers.

They will also give out free
booklets and stickers for kids
and leaflets for parents.

Last summer, nine out of
10 seats failed safety tests
by Portsmouth City Council
experts.

So this year the council has
launched a superhero-themed
campaign tohelp parents make

their children in a crash. The
campaign -includes online
advice, including superhero-
themed government videos on
keeping children safe in cars
and posters in schools and a
postcard for each pupil in the
city to take home.

Other sessions are at Asda,
Fratton on July 8, Sainsbury’s,

and Morrisons, Anchorage
Park on October 7.
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’

ve doubled the frequency of
greater opportu

your Coastliner 700 route
ies to travel Portsmouth to

Littlehampton and onto Brighton.

For further details go to www.coastliner700.co.uk
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